
Challenges 

taken with the Opera Extension Docs

Shwetank Dixit

Approaches
oq



Shwetank Dixit!
Developer Relations, Opera Software 
Main Author, Opera Extensions Docs 
@shwetank!

Shwetank Dixit



Cake or Death?
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vs 

Hard
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The Chromium Switch
Our extensions platform switched to 

accomodate chrome.* APIs



How to improve 
upon an 

already great 
product?



Opera Extensions
Our approach



What needed to be 
communicated

Our architecture | Opera Extension APIs | 
Opera Addons Store



What needed to be 
communicated

Our architecture | Opera Extension APIs | 
Opera Addons Store

+ 
All extension APIs, Tutorials, Ways to do stuff



Aims of the 
documentation

Easy to understand | Explains common uses 
cases



So, what now?
identifying the scope of improvement. 



What helped?
I’m an extension developer myself



What helped?
I’m an extension developer myself 

Ran into many hurdles trying to understand the 
platform. Documented the solutions I encountered.



Scope of improvement
- Unified architecture explanation 
- Easy to follow tutorials 
- Explaining common use cases 
- Simple sample extensions



For example
Tabs

- Creating a new tab 
- Accessing current tab 
- Modifying existing tabs 
- Closing, reloading, duplicating tabs

Downloads
- The DownloadItem type 
- Starting a new download 
- Searching existing downloads 
- Working with download events



My process
- Look at internal/google docs 
- Note down what is missing / what works 
- Think of common use cases 
- Make sample extensions for those use cases 
- Document issues I came across 
- Write article explaining API, common uses cases 

and sample extension(s) for those use cases



Markdown for tutorials 
API Docs in plain HTML 

Built with Jekyll 
Available on Github



Attribution and licenses

Original Content

Reproduced/derived content



Whats the right type of 
sample code?

Whats the right kind of 
sample extension?



Feedback so far



Feedback so far



Feedback so far
- Quite a lot of emails and some twitter mentions 
- Lots of internal feedback!
- Relatively few questions on Stack Overflow!
- Only 1 external github pull request, 4 external 

github issues



Thoughts on feedback
- Is this a good thing or a bad thing? 
- Having multiple channels of feedback is good 
- Most feedback is not through technical means 

(like a github pull request) 
- Abstract scenarios (is <pie-in-the-sky> 

possible)?



How can we improve?
- Improving the navigation 
- Playing with idea of a boilerplate extension 

generator 
- Increasing awareness of the docs 
- Translations of the docs 
- Tweaking the tone of the docs



Key points for me
- Empathize  
- Have a greater insight on your audience!
- Make sample code and extensions before you 

write the tutorial. 
- Be as simple as possible 
- Have multiple channels for feedback



Cheers!
Shwetank Dixit 
Developer Relations, Opera Software 
@shwetank!
shwetankd@opera.com


