

    
      
          
            
  
First Graphics App

A step-by-step guide to publishing a standalone story from a dataset.

This tutorial will show you how journalists at America’s top news organizations escape rigid content-management systems to publish custom interactive graphics on deadline. You will get hands-on experience in every stage of the development process, writing JavaScript, HTML and CSS within a Node.js framework. You won’t stop until you’ve deployed a working application on the World Wide Web.


What you will make

By the end of this lesson, you will publish a standalone page with a series of graphics examining the high homicide rate in Harvard Park, a small neighborhood in South Los Angeles. You will do so by repurposing data from a 2017 Los Angeles Times story [http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-harvard-park-homicides/] by Nicole Santa Cruz and Cindy Chang.

A working example of what you will make can be found at ireapps.github.io/first-graphics-app [https://ireapps.github.io/first-graphics-app/]

[image: _images/preview.gif]
 [https://ireapps.github.io/first-graphics-app/]


About the authors

This guide was prepared for training sessions of Investigative Reporters and Editors (IRE) [http://www.ire.org/] and the National Institute for Computer-Assisted Reporting (NICAR) [http://data.nicar.org/]
by Dana Amihere [http://damihere.com], Armand Emamdjomeh [http://emamd.net] and Ben Welsh [http://palewi.re/who-is-ben-welsh/]. It debuted in March 2018 at NICAR’s conference
in Chicago [https://www.ire.org/events-and-training/event/3189/3508/]. It returned for a second run [https://www.ire.org/events-and-training/event/3433/4111/] at the 2019 edition of the conference in Newport Beach, Calif. A third session is planned [https://www.ire.org/events-and-training/conferences/nicar-2020/hands-on-workshops#graphics-app] at the 2020 conference in New Orleans.

The course’s development was inspired by the footloose spirit of funk music. We urge you to bust free of the computer systems that constrain your creativity. Hit play and get into the groove.
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The 64 homicides in Harvard Park since 2000 were primarily black and Latino males, but the list
includes husbands, wives, fathers, mothers of all ages, and even some small children.
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male, died in 2017.
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Malone, a 37-year-old
black male, died in 2015.
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Keion Coleman

Coleman, a 18-year-old
Carlos Martinez black male, died in 2015.
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Eddie Lino
Lino, a 23-year-old black male, died in 2017.

Alex Lomeli

Lomeli, a 18-year-old Latino male, died in 2017.

Carlos Martinez

Martinez, a 61-year-old Latino male, died in 2017.

Lloyd Craig
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Lives lost in Harvard Park

The 64 homicides in Harvard Park since 2000 were primarily black and Latino males, but the list
includes husbands, wives, fathers, mothers of all ages, and even some small children.

Eddie Lino

Lino, a 23-year-old black
male, died in 2017.
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Lino, a 23-year-old black male, died in 2017.
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One corner. Four Kkillings

The southwest corner of Harvard Park, at West 62nd Street and Harvard Boulevard, has been
especially deadly. In the last year-and-a-half, four men have been killed there — while sitting in a
car, trying to defuse an argument or walking home from the barber shop or the corner store.
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