

    
      
          
            
  
Welcome to Read the Docs

This is an autogenerated index file.

Please create an index.rst or README.rst file with your own content
under the root (or /docs) directory in your repository.

If you want to use another markup, choose a different builder in your settings.
Check out our Getting Started Guide [https://docs.readthedocs.io/en/latest/getting_started.html] to become more
familiar with Read the Docs.
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LibreHealth Community Covenant & Code of Conduct


Our Pledge

In the interest of fostering an open and welcoming environment, we as
contributors and maintainers pledge to making participation in our project and
our community a harassment-free experience for everyone, regardless of age, body
size, disability, ethnicity, gender identity and expression, level of experience,
nationality, personal appearance, race, religion, or sexual identity and
orientation.




Our Standards

Examples of behavior that contributes to creating a positive environment
include:


	Using welcoming and inclusive language


	Being respectful of differing viewpoints and experiences


	Gracefully accepting constructive criticism


	Focusing on what is best for the community


	Showing empathy towards other community members




Examples of unacceptable behavior by participants include:


	The use of sexualized language or imagery and unwelcome sexual attention or
advances


	Trolling, insulting/derogatory comments, and personal or political attacks


	Public or private harassment


	Publishing others’ private information, such as a physical or electronic
address, without explicit permission


	Other conduct which could reasonably be considered inappropriate in a
professional setting







Our Responsibilities

Project maintainers are responsible for clarifying the standards of acceptable
behavior and are expected to take appropriate and fair corrective action in
response to any instances of unacceptable behavior.

Project maintainers have the right and responsibility to remove, edit, or
reject comments, commits, code, wiki edits, issues, and other contributions
that are not aligned to this Code of Conduct, or to ban temporarily or
permanently any contributor for other behaviors that they deem inappropriate,
threatening, offensive, or harmful.




Scope

This Code of Conduct applies both within project spaces and in public spaces
when an individual is representing the project or its community. Examples of
representing a project or community include using an official project e-mail
address, posting via an official social media account, or acting as an appointed
representative at an online or offline event. Representation of a project may be
further defined and clarified by project maintainers.




Enforcement

Instances of abusive, harassing, or otherwise unacceptable behavior may be
reported by contacting the project team at community@librehealth.io. All
complaints will be reviewed and investigated and will result in a response that
is deemed necessary and appropriate to the circumstances. The project team is
obligated to maintain confidentiality with regard to the reporter of an incident.
Further details of specific enforcement policies may be posted separately.

Project maintainers who do not follow or enforce the Code of Conduct in good
faith may face temporary or permanent repercussions as determined by other
members of the project’s leadership.




Attribution

This Code of Conduct is adapted from the Contributor Covenant [http://contributor-covenant.org], version 1.4,
available at http://contributor-covenant.org/version/1/4 [http://contributor-covenant.org/version/1/4/]







          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
LibreHealth Contribution Policy

You and other contributors are part of the growing LibreHealth community. We work together to share ideas, software, documentation, bug fixes, development tools, project management resources, and anything else of value that you contribute to create successful health IT software for the world. Our success is solely credited to our contributors, working together as a community.

Our Contribution Policy is simple: Voluntary contributions are gratefully accepted as long as the LibreHealth community and all downstream users are allowed to use those contributions for our mission to benefit the public.

There are many kinds of contributions we invite you to make for this cause:


	Tangible contributions of intellectual property such as source code and documentation, ideas and inventions, and other technical solutions to health care delivery problems


	In-kind and financial donations to support our activities


	Contributions of your time and your efforts to communicate and cooperate with each other in the LibreHealth project.




LibreHealth accepts intellectual property contributions of many kinds and then collects them into LibreHealth software distributions that are licensed to the public under the open source Mozilla Public License 2.0 with Healthcare Disclaimer (MPL 2.0 HD).  Non-code contributions such as documentation, images, or other creative works are made available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

The details around intellectual property contributions in particular are often tricky to understand.  As described more fully below, LibreHealth project teams review all software contributions to ensure that open source licenses for the contributions are compatible with the MPL 2.0 HD license.

If you have questions about any aspect of the LibreHealth Contribution Policy, please contact community@librehealth.io.


Contributions of Intellectual Property

Software includes both functional and expressive works, and it sometimes arrives encumbered with many varieties of legal interests that can be owned, licensed, monopolized or sold, or limited for its use in derivative or advanced software. The LibreHealth project collects such contributed software into larger packages that we distribute as collective works under the MPL 2.0 HD license. To do so, we must ensure that the open source licenses applying to those contributions are compatible with MPL 2.0 HD, and that there are no intellectual property encumbrances that would prevent the use of our collective software for health care delivery worldwide.

As is described in the LibreHealth Copyright and DMCA Policy, we respect all copyrights and copyright licenses.

To ensure licensing consistency, we take steps to determine that contributions of intellectual property are not encumbered. These are the steps:


	We accept contributions only from people who identify themselves as an individual with a public account on LibreHealth websites. Each person’s profile, and all other materials he or she posts on LibreHealth websites, is available to the public. See the LibreHealth Privacy Policy for more information.


	All contributions are required to be the contributor’s own work licensed to LibreHealth under an approved open source license, or a work that is licensed to that contributor for redistribution to LibreHealth under an approved open source license. LibreHealth project teams have responsibility for knowing their contributors and those contributions, as would be expected of any professional software project. Random contributions from unknown project participants without information suitable for a NOTICE file are likely not to be accepted by an LibreHealth project.


	LibreHealth projects may accept ideas, suggestions, bug fixes, and other similar contributions from the public. Our standards and rules of behavior in such situations say that we should identify and acknowledge those informal and formal contributions. A NOTICE file included with each software release by the LibreHealth community will identify the provenance of all contributions, to the best of the contributors’ and the project team’s current knowledge and belief. Each contributor is responsible for providing enough information so that the appropriate LibreHealth project team can prepare a correct NOTICE file.







Contents of the NOTICE File

The NOTICE file that accompanies every formal distribution of software by an LibreHealth project identifies each third-party component in that software and the open source or Creative Commons license under which that component is available to the public. The following information, if available, will also be included in the NOTICE file:


	Copyright notices supplied by the licensor(s) of any part of the software. LibreHealth project teams may elect to remove individual copyright notices that detract from the “community” ethos of the project, but individual copyrights will still be protected by a legally-effective and encompassing copyright notice such as “Copyright (C) 2016 Humanitech Inc.”


	Patent notices identifying specific patents or patent claims that may read on the software. Contributors and all project team members are expected to disclose any patent claims of which they are aware. In the event that possible patent claims may be confidential, the contributor must disclose enough about them to alert the public about possible future encumbrances.


	Identification of industry standards implemented by the software.


	LibreHealth community projects and contributors may also include acknowledgement and attribution to individuals, companies or other organizations for significant portions of the software or its documentation, or who contributed in other ways to the project as a whole.


	Other important notices that the LibreHealth project team or its contributors want to share with the downstream users of that software.







Approved Open Source Licenses for LibreHealth Contributions

LibreHealth relies on the recommendations of Open Source Initiative, the Free Software Foundation, and Creative Commons to determine which free and open source licenses are compatible with the Mozilla Public License 2.0 with Healthcare Disclaimer (MPL 2.0 HD) under which LibreHealth distributes software and documentation.

Some of those licenses may not be compatible with the license requirements of some commercial companies. That is another purpose for the NOTICE file that LibreHealth projects provide with each software distribution. Each downstream modifier and/or distributor of LibreHealth software and documentation is responsible for making such license compatibility determinations for itself.

Rest assured that LibreHealth software and documentation can be used for free by everyone in the world under the open source MPL 2.0 HD license.
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LibreHealth Copyright & DMCA Policy

All software on any LibreHealth website is distributed to the public by Humanitech Inc. under the Mozilla Public License 2.0 with Healthcare Disclaimer (MPL 2.0 HD). All other content such as documentation or other creative works is distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

Humanitech Inc. and the LibreHealth community respect all copyrights and copyright licenses. If you see any infringing content on the LibreHealth website, email list or any other resource, please refer to the DMCA instructions at the end of this page.


Software and Documentation Licenses

Individual components of LibreHealth software and documentation may also be available to the public under the open licenses chosen by their copyright holders.

We disclose information about those components and their licenses in the NOTICE file that accompanies our software.

See the LibreHealth Contribution Policy for more information about the contents of the NOTICE file.




Website Content Copyrights

Any and all original material that is posted by any member of the public or by a registered LibreHealth contributor to any LibreHealth-operated website shall be publicly available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, unless otherwise noted. Certain material that is not original to LibreHealth (which will be specifically noted as such) may require permission from the copyright holder to redistribute.

You do NOT have to ask permission to post your own material on a LibreHealth mailing list or forum. Refer to the LibreHealth Privacy Policy for additional information about such postings.

You do NOT have to ask permission to reprint an LibreHealth statement from our website in an article. Permission to do this is explicitly granted. Note also that the open source and Creative Commons licenses used for copyrighted materials on LibreHealth websites all allow such fair uses.

If you redistribute something you retrieved from a LibreHealth website, please inform recipients where that copyrighted work originated, so people can get more information or updated versions directly at the LibreHealth website.




LibreHealth Trademarks

LibreHealth trademarks and logos may only be used in their unmodified forms. They are not licensed under an open source license. You do NOT have to ask permission to use the official LibreHealth logo as a hyperlink to a LibreHealth website from your own website.

Refer to the LibreHealth Trademark Policy for additional information.

##DMCA Notices and Copyright Infringement Notification

If you believe there is content on an LibreHealth website that violates copyright law, let us know. The notice should be sent to our designated agent, Michael Downey via email (community@librehealth.io).

Specifically, send us an email or letter that includes substantially the following:


	A physical or electronic signature of a person authorized to act on behalf of the owner of an exclusive right that is allegedly infringed.


	Identification of the copyrighted work claimed to have been infringed, or, if multiple copyrighted works at a single online site are covered by a single notification, a representative list of such works at that site.


	Identification of the material that is claimed to be infringing or to be the subject of infringing activity and that is to be removed or access to which is to be disabled, and information reasonably sufficient to permit the service provider to locate the material.


	Information reasonably sufficient to permit the service provider to contact the complaining party, such as an address, telephone number, and, if available, an electronic mail address at which the complaining party may be contacted.


	A statement that the complaining party has a good faith belief that use of the material in the manner complained of is not authorized by the copyright owner, its agent, or the law.


	A statement that the information in the notification is accurate, and under penalty of perjury, that the complaining party is authorized to act on behalf of the owner of an exclusive right that is allegedly infringed.




We may display a copy of your DMCA notice in place of the removed content.

Note: Under Section 512(f) of the DMCA, any person who knowingly materially misrepresents that material or activity is infringing may be subject to liability for damages. In addition, “in order for a copyright owner to proceed under the DMCA with “a good faith belief that use of the material in the manner complained of is not authorized by the copyright owner, its agent, or the law,” the owner must evaluate whether the material makes fair use of the copyright.” Lenz v. Universal, 572 F. Supp. 2d 1150, 1155 (2008)

LibreHealth reserves the right to review the allegedly infringing material and independently determine whether it is infringing.

Please also note that the information provided in this legal notice will be forwarded to the person who provided the allegedly infringing content. A copy of this legal notice may also be sent (with your personal information removed) to a third-party that may publish and/or annotate it for noncommercial research and educational purposes.




Counter-Notification: What You Can Do If Your Content Was Removed

If you believe material you posted to a LibreHealth website was not infringing, you can submit a counter-notice. If you need assistance in determining whether the material was not infringing, please find an independent attorney to evaluate your situation.

A counter-notification must include the following:


	Identification of the specific URLs of material that LibreHealth has removed or to which LibreHealth has disabled access.


	Your full name, address, telephone number, and email address.


	The statement: “I consent to the jurisdiction of the Federal District Court for the district in which my address is located, or if my address is outside of the United States, the judicial district in which LibreHealth’s intellectual property owner is located, and will accept service of process from the claimant.” The current intellectual property owner for LibreHealth is Humanitech Inc., which is incorporated in the Southern District of Florida.


	The statement: “I swear, under penalty of perjury, that I have a good faith belief that the material was removed or disabled as a result of a mistake or misidentification of the material to be removed or disabled.”




A scanned physical signature or a valid electronic signature is fine.

Please send your counter-notice to Michael Downey via email (community@humanitech.io).

Please note that under Section 512(f) of the Copyright Act, any person who knowingly materially misrepresents that material or activity was removed or disabled by mistake or misidentification may be subject to liability.

After we receive your counter-notification, we will forward it to the party who submitted the original claim of copyright infringement. Please note that when we forward the counter-notification, it includes your personal information. If you are concerned about protecting your anonymity, please consult with an attorney about other options.

After we send out the counter-notification, the claimant must then notify us within 10 business days that the claimant has filed an action seeking a court order to restrain you from engaging in infringing activity relating to the material on the LibreHealth website(s). If we receive such notification we will be unable to restore the material. If we do not receive such notification, generally we will reinstate the material.

Please also be advised that in appropriate circumstances we will deny access to the LibreHealth website by repeat infringers.
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LibreHealth Community Governance

This policy came into effect in June 2016 and will be reviewed periodically
(see revision history). The last modification has been made in February 2019.


Goals

The goals of LibreHealth Governance are to:


	Create a set of minimum requirements for a sub-project hosted on LibreHealth.io,


	Create a lightweight project life cycle that:


	leads the project to articulate its goals and how to achieve them,


	encourages desired behaviors (e.g., open development),


	provides motivation for the project to succeed,


	leads to non-viable projects failing quickly, and


	provides opportunities for other community members.






	Avoid bureaucracy, i.e., the life cycle should be as informal as possible,


	Encourage LibreHealth-related projects to be hosted on LibreHealth.io rather than going elsewhere, and


	Set clear expectations to vendors, upstream and downstream projects, and community members.







Principles


Openness

LibreHealth is open to all individuals in their individual capacities, and
provides the same opportunity to all. Everyone participates with the same rules.
There are no rules to exclude prima facie any potential individual contributors,
which include individuals associated with direct competitors in the marketplace.




Transparency

All project discussions, minutes, deliberations, project plans, designs, plans
for new features, and other artifacts shall be open, public, searchable, and
easily accessible to everyone.




Meritocracy

The LibreHealth community is a meritocracy. The more you contribute, the more
responsibility you will earn. Leadership roles in LibreHealth are also merit-based
and earned by peer acclaim.




Consensus Decision Making

LibreHealth projects or teams are self-governing and driven by the people who
volunteer for the job. When more formal decision making and coordination
is required, decisions are taken with a “lazy consensus” [http://openoffice.apache.org/docs/governance/lazyConsensus.html] approach: a few positive
votes with no negative vote is enough to get going.

Sometimes a member of the community will believe a specific action is the correct
one for the community but are not sure enough to proceed with the work under
the lazy consensus model. In these circumstances they can state Lazy Consensus
is in operation.

What this means is that they make a proposal and state that they will start
implementing it in 72 hours unless someone objects. 72 hours is chosen because
it accounts for different timezones and non-LibreHealth commitments. If the 72 hours
are touching a weekend/holidays it would be wise to extend the timeframe a bit.
This will ensure that people can participate in the proposal even when they
were offline over the weekend.

Voting is done with numbers:


	+1 : a positive vote


	0 : abstain, have no opinion


	-1 : a negative vote




A negative vote should include an alternative proposal or a detailed explanation
of the reasons for the negative vote. The project community then tries to gather
consensus on an alternative proposal that resolves the issue. In the great
majority of cases, the concerns leading to the negative vote can be addressed.






Conflict Resolution


Refereeing

LibreHealth projects and teams are not democracies, but meritocracies. In
situations where there is disagreement on issues related to the day-to-day
running of the project, Committers and Project Leads are expected to act as
referees and make a decision on behalf of the LibreHealth community. Referees
should consider whether making a decision may be divisive and damaging for the
LibreHealth community. In such cases, the committers of the project can
privately vote on an issue, giving the decision more weight.




Last Resort

In some rare cases, the lazy consensus approach may lead to the community being
paralyzed. Thus, as a last resort when consensus cannot be achieved on a
question internal to a project, the final decision will be made by a secret ballot
majority vote amongst the committers and project lead. If the vote is tied, the
project lead gets an extra vote to break the tie.

For questions that affect several projects, committers and project leads of
mature projects will hold a secret ballot majority vote. If the vote is tied,
the LibreHealth Steering Committee will break the tie through a casting vote.






Roles


Maintainers

Maintainers own one or several components in LibreHealth. A maintainer reviews
and approves changes that affect their components. It is a maintainer’s prime
responsibility to review, comment on, co-ordinate and accept patches from
community members, and to maintain the design cohesion of their components.
A project’s maintainers shall be listed in a MAINTAINERS file in the root of
that project’s code repository or documentation page.




Committers

Committers are Maintainers who are allowed to commit changes into a repository.
The committer acts on the wishes of the maintainers and applies changes
that have been approved by the respective maintainer(s) to the repository.
Due to their status in the community, committers can also act as referees,
should disagreements amongst maintainers arise. Committers are listed on
the project’s team web page.




Projects and Teams

LibreHealth organizes itself into a number of projects, which follow the
Project Governance (or Project Lifecycle) as outlined in this document. Projects
are run by individuals and are often referred to as teams to highlight the
collaborative nature of development. For example, each project has a team page
on LibreHealth.io.




Project Lead

LibreHealth projects and teams are managed by a Project Lead, who is also a
committer of the project/team they lead. Project Lead is the public
figurehead of the project and is responsible for the health of the project. Due
to their status in the community, project leads can also act as referees should
disagreements amongst committers of the project arise. The project lead
typically also has write access to resources, such as the web page of a specific
project.




LibreHealth Steering Committee

The LibreHealth Steering Committee consists of members who are committed to
steering LibreHealth to advance its market and technical success, and who serve
as positive ambassadors for the project. The LibreHealth Steering Committee
manages non-technical aspects of LibreHealth including funding for shared
project infrastructure, marketing and events, and managing LibreHealth
trademarks. The Steering Committee leaves all technical decisions to the open
source meritocracy.


Transparency and Privacy of Discussions

As with the rest of the community, the LibreHealth Steering Committee should
strive to conduct most of its discussion in public venues. However, given the
nature of strategic discussions, private discussion areas in both the
LibreHealth Forums and LibreHealth Chat systems will be established for use
solely by Committee members. These venues function as the equivalent of an
executive session for a synchronous meeting, and should be reserved for
discussion of senstive matters, preliminary discussion of contracts, personnel
issues, etc.

Other discussion amongst Committee members regarding general topics should be
held in general Community discussion categories and channels whenever possible.




Meetings

The LibreHealth Steering Committee shall meet and conducting discussions as
necessary from time to time asynchronously, using the community’s existing
communication tools. Additionally, the Committee shall conduct real-time,
synchronous discussions at a minimum frequency of once per calendar quarter.
For these synchronous meetings, a quorum of one member beyond 50% of the
then-current membership shall be required. Should members not be in attendnace
at these synchronous meetings for two (2) consecutive quarters, the Committee
shall vote on continued participation of that member in their role.

Synchronous meetings shall be documented with minutes posted publicly for
review by the general public and entire community, with the exception of any
executive sessions where private matters are discussed.




Treasurer

The LibreHealth Steering Committee shall appoint an individual to serve in the
role of Treasurer. Such appointment shall last for a period of 12 months
commencing with the month after a succesful vote of such appointee. The
appointment may be renewed.

The Treasurer shall prepare a financial summary of donors to and assets of the
community, in consultation with the fiscal sponsor. This summary shall be
produced at minimum of once per calendar quarter. Additional content for this
report may be requested from time to time by the Committee.

All other financial activities shall be conducted by the fiscal sponsor.

The Treasurer role need not be filled by a current member of the LibreHealth
Steering Committee, and may attend Committee meetings in an ex officio capacity.






Mentor

Younger projects may have a need for a mentor to help ensure that the project
will be successful. Mentors can be maintainers, project leads, Steering
Committee members or other distinguished community members. Mentors are expected
to have a monthly review and report back to the community about movement from
incubation to maturity.




Sponsor

To form a new LibreHealth project or team, we require a sponsor to support the
creation of the new project. A sponsor can be a project lead or committer of a
mature project, a member of the Steering Committee or the community manager.
This ensures that a distinguished community member supports the idea behind
the project and is responsible to find an appropriate mentor for the project.






Making Contributions

Making contributions in LibreHealth follows the conventions as they are known
in the Linux Kernel community. In summary, contributions are made through
pull requests that are reviewed by the community. LibreHealth does not require
community members to sign contribution or committer agreements.

More information on making contributions can be found in the following documents:


	Contribution Guidelines for LibreHealth Toolkit [https://gitlab.com/librehealth/lh-toolkit/blob/master/CONTRIBUTING]


	Contribution Guidelines (others upcoming)







Elections and Formal Votes


Maintainer Elections

Developers who have earned the trust of maintainers (including the project lead)
can be promoted to Maintainer. A two-stage mechanism is used:


	Nomination: A maintainer should nominate himself by proposing a patch to
the MAINTAINERS file or mailing a nomination to the project’s mailing list.
Alternatively another maintainer may nominate a community member. A nomination
should explain the contributions of proposed maintainer to the project
as well as a scope (set of owned components). Where the case is not obvious,
evidence such as specific patches and other evidence supporting the nomination
should be cited.


	Confirmation: Normally, there is no need for a direct election to confirm
a new maintainer. Discussion should happen on the mailing list using
the principles of consensus decision making. If there is disagreement or doubt,
the project lead or a committer should ask the community manager to arrange
a more formal vote.







Committer Elections

Developers who have earned the trust of committers in their project can
through election be promoted to Committer. A two-stage mechanism is used:


	Nomination: Community members should nominate candidates by posting
a proposal by sending a direct message to the “Appointments” group on
LibreHealth Forums, explaining the candidate’s contributions to the project
and thus why they should be elected to become a Committer of the project.
The nomination should cite evidence such as patches and other contributions
where the case is not obvious. Existing Committers will review all proposals,
check whether the nominee would be willing to accept the nomination
and publish suitable nominations in the LibreHealth Forums publicly
for wider community input.


	Election: A committer will be elected using the decision making process
outlined earlier. Voting will be done by committers for that project privately
using a voting form that is created by the community manager. Should there
be a negative vote the project lead and community manager will try
and resolve the situation and reach consensus. Results will be published
in the public forums.







Project Lead Elections

Projects which lose their project lead are at risk of failing. Should this
occur, the project’s maintainer community should agree on a suitable new project
lead and follow the election process as outlined above.




Formal Votes

Sometimes it is necessary to conduct formal voting within the LibreHealth
community (outside of elections). Formal votes are necessary when processes and
procedures are introduced or changed, or as part of the Project Governance. Who
is eligible to vote, depends on whether the scope of a process or procedure is
local to a project or team, or whether it affects all projects (global).
An examples of local scope is a code review policy which applies to the EMR
project only. Examples of global scope are changes to this document or votes
outlined in the LibreHealth Community Governance document.


	Scope: Local


	Who reviews: Members of developer mailing lists of the affected projects.


	Who votes: Maintainers of the project (or projects), which are affected
by the process, procedure, etc. are allowed to vote. This includes maintainers
from incubation projects (if the scope affects the project).






	Scope: Global


	Who reviews: Readers of all LibreHealth Forums project categories.


	Who votes: Maintainers of all mature projects and the LibreHealth
community manager are allowed to vote.








The community manager first arranges a public review, followed by a timed
private vote. Public review and voting should be open for a minimum of a week
each. For voting a traceable poll mechanism, e.g., a voting system that keeps
auditable and tamper proof records, must be used. Voting follows the conventions
as laid out in “Principle: Consensus Decision Making”.






Project Governance


Basic Project Life Cycle

The proposal is to follow a simple basic flow:

[image: _images/f1mgSxN.png]alt tag

A LibreHealth project starts with an idea which through the process of project
formation will grow into a project proposal. The project proposal will need to
satisfy some basic conditions, will be put out for community review and is then
put to a vote to all maintainers and project leads of mature LibreHealth
projects following the usual decision making process.

For agreed project proposals, LibreHealth will provide basic infrastructure and
the project can get started. Projects in incubation are working towards a set of
goals, will get additional support and marketing opportunities from the
LibreHealth. However, there will also be regular checkpoints to see whether the
project is progressing. Should it turn out that a project is not viable any
more, it will be archived after an archival review and vote. For a project to
graduate, some basic conditions must be satisfied. If a project in incubation
has achieved the point where it believes it is mature enough to graduate, it can
request a Graduation community review followed by a vote.

Mature projects are expected to run themselves. However, at some point a mature
project will lose momentum and developers. If this is the case the LibreHealth
community can request an archival review, which follows the usual pattern.

Archival reviews have two purposes:


	To give somebody in the community an opportunity to step up and continue
a project, and


	To archive the project outcomes such that they are still available to people
who want to use them, but promotion of such projects will cease.




It is also possible to revive archived projects. However these are treated
almost like new projects as projects would only be archived if they have
become inactive.




Requesting Reviews, Reviews and Voting

Requesting Reviews: Project Proposal and Graduation Reviews are requested by the
(prospective) project lead of the project by contacting the community manager
providing the necessary documentation. An archival review can be requested by
any maintainer of a mature project or by the LibreHealth community manager. The
community manager will then publish relevant material on the respective forums.

Reviews: These are off-line reviews which are open to all community members by
which a proposal is published for review. The purpose of the review is two-fold:


	To gather final feedback and input from the community (it is good practice to informally do this before the review), and


	To advertise the project with the aim to attract interest, users and contributors.




After a review, the requester of the review may decide to withdraw, request a
re-review or progress to a vote by arranging with the community manager.

Voting: The community manager arranges a timed private vote as outlined in
Formal Votes.




Forming a Project

Requirements for forming a LibreHealth project (or team):


	A project needs a lead, who is willing to become the project lead of the sub-project.


	A project needs a sponsor, which can be a project lead of a mature project, a member of the LibreHealth Steering Committee, or the community manager.


	There should be no dissent from other community members who would qualify as sponsor (see “Principle: Consensus Decision Making”).


	A project needs a mentor, which can be the project sponsor or a maintainer of a mature project.


	A project needs to have a relationship to other projects or teams, i.e., it aims to develop software that has a dependency on other LibreHealth projects or teams. If the project needs components in other projects to work, then this should also be stated.


	A project needs to be large and long-term enough to grant a separate project. For example adding support for a new clinical domain, adding additional functionality on top of existing projects, etc. Adding a new feature to an existing project should be performed within an existing project.


	A project will deliver code using a license that is compatible with other LibreHealth projects, ideally MPL 2.0 HD.




The purpose of the project formation phase is to work out what the project is
about, get community buy-in and help the future project gain publicity and
momentum. The formation phase is driven by that project’s project lead. The
project mentor’s role is to advise and support the project lead in getting the
project started.

The project proposal is a document that is published on forums.librehealth.io
and describes:


	What the project is aiming to achieve, i.e., the project charter and project goals,


	What components/code and in which code lines (new or components in other projects) the project aims to deliver,


	Key dependencies on other LibreHealth projects or teams, if applicable,


	A list of initial maintainers, if applicable,


	A lists of any interested parties in the project, if applicable,


	A lists of any planned initial code contributions, if applicable, and


	A rough plan on how to get through the Incubation phase.







Project Proposal Review

The review is initiated by the project lead and follows the rules outlined in
“Requesting Reviews, Reviews and Voting”.

After a successful review, the following resources will be created for the project:


	A category in the LibreHealth forums,


	A code repository, and


	A project or team page on LibreHealth.io, in an area separate from mature projects, to be maintained by the project lead.







Incubating a Project

The purpose of the incubation phase is for a project to show that it is
gathering momentum and adheres to the “Principles & Roles” of LibreHealth
projects. The project mentor will work closely with the project lead and there
are at least quarterly informal review meetings with the mentor on how the
project is doing. Should a mentor not be able to fulfill his/her role any more,
it is the responsibility of the project lead to find another mentor. We advise
that the project lead gives at least quarterly updates on the LibreHealth blog
on how the project is doing.

LibreHealth will provide support to incubating projects. The project lead will
work closely with the LibreHealth community manager as well as with the
project mentor.




Archiving an Incubating project

The mentor can request for a project to be archived, if the project is not
making sufficient progress. See “Archival Review”.




Graduation Review

The review is initiated by the project lead and follows the rules outlined in
“Requesting Reviews, Reviews and Voting”. In essence, the project lead makes a
pitch to the community about why the project should graduate.

A project must fulfill the following requirements before it can graduate:


	It follows the principles of openness, transparency and meritocracy.


	It has delivered at least one functioning release of what it is aiming to deliver.


	It has a public code repository which shows active development, has mechanisms to accept patches, and a history of accepting patches.


	It has a public forum that is active.


	It has a mechanism for users to raise bugs and for developers to work on bugs.


	It has an active developer community, including multiple maintainers, a diverse profile of individuals, etc.




Other items to look at during the review (depending on project are):


	It has up-to-date documentation and a core and group of people maintaining it.


	It publishes regular builds and tests.


	It promotes itself at LibreHealth events and on the LibreHealth blog.







Mature Projects

Mature projects are expected to be run and promote themselves. The project lead
has significant responsibility in ensuring that this happens. The LibreHealth
Steering Committee and the community manager will help organize events, provide
opportunities for the project to get new contributors and build a community,
promote new releases on the blog and to the press, work with project members,
etc. However the LibreHealth Steering Committee and the community manager will
not get involved in the day-to-day running of the project.

At some point during its lifecycle, a project may lose momentum. In other words,
developers and users are not interested in the project any more. If this is the
case, it may be time to archive the project. If the project has achieved its
goals and is thus completed, it may also be time to archive the project.




Archival Review

These can happen in a number of situations:


	An incubation project shows clear signs of failing and not progressing.


	A mature project has lost its developer and user base, and there is little or no activity.


	The project has achieved its goals and/or fulfilled its charter. In other words, it has completed.




In the first case, the review is triggered by the incubation project’s mentor.
Failing this, the review can be requested by any maintainer of any mature
project (including the project’s lead) or by the LibreHealth community manager.
See “Requesting Reviews, Reviews and Voting”.

The review is essentially a pitch why the project should be archived. The
purpose of the review is not necessarily to archive a project, but also to
provide a last opportunity for interested parties in the LibreHealth community
to save the project and step up. The LibreHealth community manager will support
efforts to save the project, should community members want to step up. In the
case where a project has been completed, the normal situation would be for the
project lead to make the case for archival.




Archived Projects

When a project is archived, the following happens:


	The code repository and forums will be made read-only and made accessible from an “archived projects” section of LibreHealth.io.


	The project’s documentation pages will be tagged as “archived”. A project may be completed, i.e.,  it has achieved its goals and/or fulfilled its charter, in which case it is tagged as “completed” and “archived”.


	The project or team page on LibreHealth.io will be moved into an “Archive” or “Completed” section.




In cases where the project has delivered code into other LibreHealth projects, the code will be:


	Deprecated at the point where the project is archived, and


	The project which now contains the archived code can (but does not have to) remove the code in a subsequent release (it should however give users sufficient time to adapt)









Exceptional Circumstances


Projects without Project Lead

Projects which lose their project lead during the incubation or maturity phase
are at risk of failing. Should this occur, the project’s maintainer community
should agree who would want to be/be able to be the new project lead and follow
the election process as outlined in “Electing Maintainers”.

If a project lead leaves during the formation phase without finding a successor,
we assume that the project does not have enough momentum and will not go ahead.




Incubation projects without Mentor

Should an incubation project lose its mentor, the LibreHealth community manager
will support the project lead in finding a new mentor.
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LibreHealth Privacy Policy

LibreHealth is a free & open source project organized by a worldwide group of volunteers. Our challenges and goals are large. For that reason, we have a very permissive (non) privacy policy that mirrors our public mission.

Please assume that everything you contribute intentionally to LibreHealth is public. This includes messages on public forums, wikis, online discussions of all sorts, and software or documentation that you post to our websites.

Because we value mutual personal respect, disclosure of interests, and openness of expression, even your LibreHealth community profile is public information. There will be cases where you are invited to share private information for various purposes, and denote that information as such. In those cases, we commit to only disclosing that information without your permission upon receipt of valid legal orders, and whenever possible, following notice from LibreHealth to you.

Although what you disclose here is public, we are all limited by copyright and patent law in how we may use your contributions. Therefore, LibreHealth only accepts voluntary contributions of software and documentation that are expressly licensed to LibreHealth under an approved open source license. Refer to the LibreHealth Contribution Policy for additional details.

LibreHealth welcomes your questions or comments regarding this Privacy Policy. Send them to community@librehealth.io.
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LibreHealth Community Governance Documents

This repository exists for historical purposes only. All content has been migrated to our docs site repository [https://gitlab.com/librehealth/documentation/community-documentation]
deployed on GitLab pages at https://docs.librehealth.io.

This repository contains governance documents for the LibreHealth Community. Unless otherwise mentioned, all documents in this repository are licensed under the Creative Commons 4.0 International Attribution License (CC BY 4.0).

Pull requests and comments about the documents are always welcome, either here in the repository or in our community forums.





          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
LibreHealth Trademark Policy

Open source software from LibreHealth is free to copy, to modify and to distribute.
It is licensed under the Mozilla Public License 2.0 [https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/MPL/2.0/]
with Healthcare Disclaimer (MPL 2.0 HD).

Meanwhile, the trademarks for this software – including the “LibreHealth”
wordmark and the [graphic logo] (https://github.com/LibreHealthIO/community-design-assets/blob/master/librehealth-o.svg) – are kept as private property. Trademarks
are different than copyrights, particularly in an open source community such
as LibreHealth. Trademarks can only be copied for certain specific purposes
(“nominative fair use”) and cannot be modified in a way to confuse consumers
about the origin of the FOSS software (“confusing similarity”). These trademark
law terms are described more completely below.

Examples of FOSS trademarks: Linux, Eclipse, Apache, JBoss, MySQL, Firefox,
Mozilla, Jaspersoft, Hadoop, Java, OpenOffice etc.

“LibreHealth” is like those trademarks. It is a visible brand associated
with high-quality open source software for healthcare. It is a brand created
by our worldwide community. Our brand represents our collective pride and
our reputation. We do not want anyone to misuse or misappropriate our brand.
We want the value of our trademarks to accrue to LibreHealth and its participants
as a whole.

Humanitech Inc. is a non-profit corporation that owns and manages all LibreHealth-related
trademarks, service marks, and graphic logos in service of our volunteer
community. As a US-based corporation, we have a legal responsibility and
authority to set guidelines for the use of our marks. This Trademark Policy
outlines how we use our trademarks and logos to identify software developed
and distributed by LibreHealth.

The following information helps ensure our marks and logos are used in approved
ways, while making it easy for the community we serve to understand the guidelines.
If you have any questions about the use of logos or trademarks that are not
addressed in these guidelines, feel free to contact us at community@librehealth.io.


Rationale for the LibreHealth Trademark Policy

LibreHealth trademarks, service marks, and graphic marks are symbols of the
quality and community support that people have come to associate with projects
of the LibreHealth community. To ensure that the use of LibreHealth marks
will not lead to confusion about our software, we must control their use
in association with software and related services by others.
LibreHealth and its software must be clearly distinguishable from any software
from third parties, and from software or services by any company or individual
that is not specifically authorized and approved by LibreHealth.

We must also prevent LibreHealth marks from being used to disparage LibreHealth
software, our projects, members, sponsors, or communities, and prevent their
use in any way to imply ownership, endorsement, or sponsorship of any LibreHealth-related
project or initiative of any kind.




Key Trademark Principles

This document is not intended to summarize the complex law of trademarks.
It will be useful, however, to understand the following key principles:


What is a trademark?

A trademark is a word, phrase, symbol or design, or a combination of words,
phrases, symbols or designs, that identifies and distinguishes the source
of the goods of one party from those of others. A service mark is the same
as a trademark, except that it identifies and distinguishes the source of
a service rather than a product. Throughout this policy document, the terms
“trademark” and “mark” refer to both trademarks and service marks.

These rules are generalized in this document to describe LibreHealth software
associated with the trademark “LibreHealth Foo™”, or more briefly “Foo™”
when it is understood to refer to this specific LibreHealth Foo software.
Like all LibreHealth software, this Foo software is maintained by a LibreHealth
project or sub-project.

LibreHealth trademarks are either words (e.g., “LibreHealth” and “LibreHealth
Foo” and “Foo”) or graphic logos that are intended to serve as trademarks
for that LibreHealth software. The LibreHealth graphic logo is described
in the LibreHealth Logo Policy, has special meaning for the LibreHealth community:
We intend that graphic logo to be used for linking third party websites to
LibreHealth websites.

Within LibreHealth projects, during our product release activity and on LibreHealth
websites, we will make sure that our trademarks are marked with a (TM) or
(R) symbol or shown with trademark notices where appropriate so that everyone
will recognize them as LibreHealth trademarks. A current list of LibreHealth
trademarks is available at http://librehealth.io/.




What is nominative use?

Anyone can use LibreHealth trademarks if that use of the trademark is nominative.
The “nominative use” (or “nominative fair use”) defense to trademark infringement
is a legal doctrine that authorizes everyone (even commercial companies)
to use another person’s trademark as long as three requirements are met:


	The product or service in question must be one not readily identifiable
without use of the trademark (for example, it is not easy to identify Apple
iPhone software without using the trademark “iPhone”); and


	Only so much of the mark or marks may be used as is reasonably necessary
to identify the product or service; and


	The organization using the mark must do nothing that would, in conjunction
with the mark, suggest sponsorship or endorsement by the trademark holder.




The trademark nominative fair use defense is intended to encourage people
to refer to trademarked goods and services by using the trademark itself.
This trademark defense has nothing to do with copyright fair use and should
not be confused with those rules.




What is the “confusing similarity” or “likelihood of confusion” test?

Some uses of another person’s trademark are nominative fair use, but some
uses are simply infringing. Indeed, if a trademark is used in such a way
that the relevant consuming public will likely be confused or mistaken about
the source of a product or service sold or provided using the mark in question,
then likelihood of confusion exists and the mark has been infringed.

Note that, even if there is no likelihood of confusion, you may still be
liable for using another company’s trademark if you are blurring or tarnishing
their mark under United States federal and/or state dilution laws, or other
laws around the world.

To avoid infringing LibreHealth marks, you should verify that your use of
our marks is nominative and that you are not likely to confuse software consumers
that your software is the same as LibreHealth software or is endorsed by
LibreHealth. This policy is already summarized in section 2.3 of the Mozilla
Public License (MPL 2.0), and so it is a condition for your use of LibreHealth
software and associated documentation:


This License does not grant any rights in the trademarks, service marks,
or logos of any Contributor (except as may be necessary to comply with the
notice requirements in Section 3.4).









Specific Guidelines

The following Specific Guidelines apply to the “LibreHealth” word trademark
and the LibreHealth graphic logo, as well as the trademarks and graphic logos
for typical “LibreHealth Foo” and “Foo” software produced by LibreHealth
projects or sub-projects. You may refer to our list of current LibreHealth
marks at http://librehealth.io/.

Examples of permitted nominative fair use:


	“Free copies of LibreHealth EMR software under the MPL 2.0 HD license and
support services for LibreHealth EMR are available at my own company website.”


	“Derivative works of LibreHealth EMR software and support services for
those derivative works are available under my own trademarks - at my website.”
Please remember that, under trademark law, you may not apply trademarks to
your derivative works of LibreHealth software that are confusingly similar
to a product name such as “LibreHealth EMR”, or any of our graphic logos.


	“Foo software is faster (or slower) than Myco software.”


	“I recommend (or don’t recommend) Foo software for your business.”
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